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Welcome New Members
Th e Legacy Society would like to welcome 
a new member: Doreen Halliwell. 
Doreen has been a long time supporter of 
the arts and arts education at Ruth Eckerd 
Hall and decided to continue her support 
into the future.  According to Doreen, 
“Th e arts have always been a passion of 
mine. I started ballet at an early age and 
kept it up throughout early adulthood. 

I truly believe that artists deserve more  support and more 
recognition.” Join Doreen in leaving a lasting legacy to the arts 
by contacting Lara Shane, Chief Development Offi  cer at (727) 
712-2718 or lshane@rutheckerdhall.net.

Christopher Still Painting – 
“An Evening To Remember”
Th e unveiling of the Christopher Still painting “An Evening 
To Remember” in early November was a well-attended 
event with over 300 founders, dignitaries and Eckerd family 
members watching as the curtain fell. Th e painting celebrates 
how our community came together to create what is now 
one of the fi nest performing arts centers in the country – 
Ruth Eckerd Hall. Many long time supporters of the Hall are 
depicted as audience members; students from Th e Marcia P. 
Hoff man Performing Arts Institute bring the Hall’s logo to life 
on stage, while founders Jack and Ruth Eckerd look on from 
behind the curtain. Christopher Still shared his thoughts 
with us and said, “We can all share in the joy of Ruth Eckerd 
Hall’s accomplishments, for me it is a great honor to have my 

Start Your Own Legacy With Us
Become a member of Ruth Eckerd 
Hall’s Legacy Society and make 
a personal investment in the 
community and ensure years of 
world-class entertainment and 
cultural enrichment for yourself 
and your children. You can enjoy 
the quality of life we have here in 
our community and at Ruth Eckerd 
Hall. And, you can do your part to 

make it even greater. Join Bob Challener and Nelson Morrow, 
long time friends of Ruth Eckerd Hall, who know the importance 
of making a legacy gift . “It is personally rewarding to know we 
have made a safe, successful investment that will help bring much 
pleasure to many people in the future,” said Bob and Nelson.

Th e array of gift -giving options and the ways you can incorporate 
them into a legacy gift  are as varied as the circumstances they serve. 
We are always available to provide you with further information 
and suggestions on gift s that fi t with your lifestyle and philanthropic 
goals. Just contact Lara Shane, Chief Development Offi  cer at (727) 
712-2718 or lshane@rutheckerdhall.net. Your legacy gift  will help 
Ruth Eckerd Hall keep the dream of the arts and arts education in 
our community alive for generations to come!
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Bob Challener and Nelson Morrow,
Legacy Society members.

Th ank you to our current 
Legacy Society members

Our Legacy.

For membership information, call (727) 712-2720 or visit www.RuthEckerdHall.com ����

A Presidential Proclamation for the Arts 
Late last year, U.S. President Barak Obama stated in a proclamation that: “Th roughout our nation’s history, the 
power of the arts and humanities to move people has built bridges and enriched lives, bringing individuals and 
communities together through the resonance of creative expression. It is the painter, the author, the musician 
and the historian whose work inspires us to action, drives us to contemplate, stirs joy in our heart, and calls 
upon us to consider our world anew.”

Th e arts are oft en the fi rst to suff er during economic downturns like the one the country has experienced over 
the last year. Too oft en people view the arts as a nonessential luxury, something to put aside or ignore. Music, 
dance and drama are some of the fi rst programs to go when local, state and federal budgets demand cuts. With 
this proclamation, the President reinforced the value of the arts, arts education and the importance of the arts 
as a means to inspire our nation’s success.

We can be proud that at Ruth Eckerd Hall and throughout our local community we continue to support and celebrate the arts. 
If you’d like to become more involved in the arts at the Hall, please contact Lara Shane, Chief Development Offi  cer at (727) 712-2718 
or lshane@rutheckerdhall.net.
Source: West Palm Beach Examiner

Son Honors Mother’s Legacy at Christopher Still Unveiling
Donna Sitton, was a founding member of Ruth Eckerd Hall. She gave her fi rst donation to support the arts and arts 
education in 1983. Over the years, Donna supported a variety of the Hall’s events and projects. She was an initial 
donor to the Christopher Still Project and a member of the Legacy Society. Donna passed away in April 2009. 
One of the things that she asked her son Owen Sitton to do for her was to attend the unveiling of the Christopher 
Still Project. Owen fulfi lled his mother’s request in November and shared a few thoughts with us, “My mother felt 
involved in the continuing legacy of Ruth Eckerd Hall since she was present from the beginning and witnessed 
the groundbreaking. One of my fondest memories is my mother going to the Hall three times in one week! It was 

important to my mother that both Pat Grubb and I attend the opening of Christopher Still’s Project to show support for not only 
Ruth Eckerd Hall but an artist that she appreciated and followed throughout his career. For my mother, the support and interaction 
with culture or art and music was a driving force in her life and she would like to be remembered for that passion.”

art part of that history.” If you haven’t already seen the painting, be sure to take 
a look at it during your next visit to the Hall.  It’s located in the West Lobby.

GICLEES AND PRINTS AVAILABLE FOR PURCHASE

Giclees, a very high-end photographic reproduction of the original painting, 
printed on high quality canvas and framed are available for $3,500.  Limited 
edition prints that are signed and numbered are available unframed for $250.

(From left  to right: 
Ambassador Al Hoff man 
(and fi rst Chairman of the 
Board of Directors of Ruth 
Eckerd Hall), City of Clearwater 
Mayor Frank Hibbard and 
renowned artist Christopher 
Still unveil Ruth Eckerd Hall’s 
Commemorative Painting.

Photo credit: Mitchell Davis.

#1 In Th e World!
Entertainment industry trade publication Billboard announced 
in its recent year-end issue, that Ruth Eckerd Hall is ranked 
number nine in the world in venues having 5,000 seats or less. 
Within that same ranking, the Hall is number one in the world in 
venues having 2,500 seats or less. During this 12 month period, 
the Hall presented 173 performances and had 26 sellouts.

Within the same issue, Ruth Eckerd Hall is ranked number eight 
in the world in venues with 5,000 seats or less for the Decade-
End Top 10 Ranking (from December 11, 1999 to November 21, 
2009). During this 10 year period, Ruth Eckerd Hall presented 
1,291 performances and had 320 sellouts. Within that same 
period, the Hall is number one in the world in venues having 
2,500 seats or less.

As the Hall continues its 27th season, it is ranked higher than 
such prestigious venues as Bank of America Pavilion in Boston, 
San Diego Civic Th eatre and the Bob Carr Performing Arts 
Center in Orlando.

Marcia P. Hoff man Performing Arts 
Institute at Ruth Eckerd Hall violinists.
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For membership information, call (727) 712-2720 or visit www.RuthEckerdHall.com

Our Stage Our Events

All dates and times 
are subject to change. 

For a complete calendar, 
up-to-date information or to 

purchase tickets call the 
Ruth Eckerd Hall Ticket Offi  ce 

at (727) 791-7400 
or visit the web at 

www.rutheckerdhall.com. 

Circle of Stars members,
please call (727) 791-7355. 

To support the Hall’s 
fundraising events, 

please call Nancy Dietrich 
at (727) 712-2760. 

To sponsor a show 
or series of shows, 

please call Denise Leyshock 
at (727) 712-2718.

  1     In the Mood; 1 pm 
  3     One Night of Queen; 8 pm
  6     Neil Berg’s 102 Years of Broadway; 1 pm
  6     David Garrett; 8 pm
  8     Th e Kalichstein-Laredo-Robinson Trio
          and Miami String Quartet; 8 pm
  9     Pat Metheny; 8 pm
10     Lisa Lampanelli (Adult subject matter); 8 pm
12     Barbra & Frank; 1 pm
                 

13     David Gray; 7:30 pm
14     Pilobolus Dance Company; 8 pm
16     Johnny Mathis: 8 pm
18     Neil Sedaka; 2 pm
                 

27     Riverdance; 8 pm
to         
29

  5     B.B. King/Buddy Guy; 8 pm
  6     Tim Conway & Friends
         featuring Chuck McCann 
         & Louise DuArt; 1 pm (new time)
  9     Vienna Boys Choir; 1 pm
11     Frankie Valli and the Four 
         Seasons; 8 pm
12     Harry Connick Jr.; 8 pm
13     Gladys Knight; 8 pm
14     Steve Lawrence; 2 pm
15     Le Grand Cirque;
 &       7 pm; 1 pm
16
17     Irish Rovers; 1 pm
18     Brandi Carlile and special
         guest Amy Ray; 7:30 pm (CT)
18     A Chorus Line; 8 pm; 2 & 8 pm; 
 to     2 & 8 pm
20   
19     Mindi Abair; 7:30 pm (CT)
21     Engelbert Humperdinck; 2 pm
25     Michael Amante with special guest
         Steve Tyrell; 8 pm
27     Michael Flatley’s Lord of the Dance; 
         2 & 8 pm
28     Celtic Crossroads; 1 pm

23   5th Annual Spring Gala; 6:30 pm
  Ruth Eckerd Hall

24   Annual Meeting & Awards Dinner; 
        5:15 pm; Margarete Heye Great Room 
        

March

April

CT = Capitol Th eatre

April

February

March

  2     Henry Rollins (adult subject matter); 8 pm (CT)
  4     Th e Moody Blues; 8 pm
  5     Gilbert & Sullivan’s 
         H.M.S. Pinafore; 8 pm

  6     Richard Nader’s Doo Wop X; 7:30 pm
13     Arlo Guthrie; 7:30 pm (CT)
14     Th e Irish Tenors; 2 pm
17     Craig Ferguson; 8 pm
18     Th e Band of the Irish Guards, 
          Royal Regiment of Scotland; 8 pm
18     Richard Marx; 8 pm (CT) 
19     Leo Kottke; 7:30 pm (CT)
22     Red Hot Hollywood; 1 pm
24     American Ballet Th eatre’s ABT II; 8 pm
26     Puccini’s La Bohème; 8 pm
27     Bill Cosby; 5 & 8 pm
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